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Dear ISE Community, 
 
I hope everyone had a pleasant holiday with 
family and friends. Our second semester started 
last week with nine new students joining ISE.  
They are enrolled in classes from Pre-K 3 to grade 
nine.  We welcome them and their families to the 
ISE community. 
 
Earthquake in Haiti  
All of us are affected by the tragedy in Haiti due 
to the earthquake last week.  ISE will be raising 
money to help the needy in Haiti.  Our teachers 
are discussing the impact of this disaster with the 
students.  There are a number of groups who have 
already started to raise funds.   Please see the 
article in this ISExpress from Mr. Thomson’s 
Grade 8 Earth Science class.  The student council 
will donate some of the money raised from the 
Walk-a-thon and other groups will be having fund 
raising events. We welcome whatever 
participating you can manage.   We will be 
working with an NGO that has a long history in 
Haiti to ensure our funds are well used. 
 
MRISA 
 The Mekong River International School 
Association is very busy this month.  Our Cultural 
Exchange singers, dancers, musicians and actors 
are in Hanoi this weekend.  The middle school 
volleyball teams go to Ho Chi Minh City next 
weeks as do the high school soccer teams who 
travel to Phnom Penh.  ISE will be sending 
students to the MRISA Model United Nations 
meeting in Hanoi the first week of February.  
These are all important programs at our school 
and I congratulate the students and their 
coaches/advisors on their success.   Be sure to 
read the ISExpress in February to find out how 
our students did on these trips.   
 
Important Events 
International Day    February 10 
SS Academic Progress Reports February 12 
HS Valentines Dance    February 12 
Fine Arts Festival/Book Week February 22-25 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

January 22, 2010 
 
If you have any questions or concerns about school 
programs or your daughter or son’s progress, please 
call or Email Mrs. Fedoruk or me at school and we 
can set up a time to meet with you and the teachers. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Robert Brewitt 
Superintendent 
 
 
Dear Parents,  
I trust that you had a nice winter vacation.  Your 
children were eager to get back to work and have 
adjusted nicely to school life once again. I would like 
to welcome our new elementary families, the 
Vichaprasertkul family and the Thisse family.   
 
ASA’s Second Semester 
The elementary school after school activities began 
today. They will last a total of 10 weeks.  We have 
many different offerings this semester and are happy 
that more students are participating in our after school 
activity program.  Thanks to all parents for being able 
to sign up online using our new surveymonkey 
system.  
 
MAP Testing 
The winter round of MAP testing is complete.  After 
taking three tests the students were happy to finish up. 
The results will be sent home next Friday, January 
29th. If you have any questions about the results 
please see Mrs. Fedoruk or myself.  
 
All-School Write 
Students in kindergarten to eighth grade will 
participate in a school wide writing project from 
January 25-27th.  Students will be given a topic to 
write about and teachers will assess their writing in 
teams.  This allows our teachers to collaborate with 
their colleagues while studying student work.   
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Visiting Author 
Our visiting author, Janice Santikarn, will be at 
ISE on February 24th and 25th.  In your child’s 
Friday Folder today there is an order form to 
purchase her books. Please complete the form and 
return to the school if you would like to buy one 
of her books. 
We have a few school events coming up so please 
mark your calendars: 
 January 29th   Dress Down Day 
 January 29th   Birthday Table 
 February 3rd  PTA General Meeting 
8:30am 
 February 12th  Grade 3 Assembly 
 February 22-25th  Book Week/Fine Arts 
Festival 
  

 
Thanks for your continued support of ISE, 

 
Heather Naro 
Elementary School Principal 
 
 

Visiting Author Janice Santikarn 
 

February 22-25, 2010 is a special week here at 
ISE. Throughout all grades PreK-grade 12 there 
will be many activities celebrating the arts. As 
part of this special week, the Elementary school 
we will host Bangkok based author Janice 
Santikarn. Ms. Santikarn is the author of 8 
children’s books. She will meet with each grade, 
reading from her books, as well as conducting 
writing exercise for the older grades.   
 

 
AMS Book Fair February 22, 23, & 24. 

 
As part of the fine arts week activities, ISE will 
host a book fair on February 22, 23, and 24, 
Monday through Wednesday of book week. This 
will be our first book fair sponsored by Advanced 
Media Supplies (AMS). AMS will bring books 
from many publishers not previously seen at Book 
fairs, including HarperCollins and Houghton 
Mifflin. Please join us at the Book Fair and peruse 
the many titles available. 
 

 

 
 

Databases at ISE 
 
A quick reminder----the library at ISE has several 
databases that provide access to pre screened, 
authoritative resources and websites that have been 
approved by teachers. These databases are accessible 
not only at school but at home as well. One valuable 
resource is Nettrekker, with prescreened websites 
organized by grade and reading level. Nettrekker can 
easily lead you to the right resource.   
 
We also have World Book Online, which has all sorts 
of primary resources and documents integrated into 
the encyclopedia content! Ask your child for the 
username and password, or contact Mr. Pahls for 
more details. 
 

Sixth Grade Tomb Creators 
 
After completing their first formal research essay in 
December (about a Pharaoh from ancient Egypt), 
sixth grade social studies students created tombs out 
of leftover large school picture boxes (Thanks K. 
Pang).  The Pharaohs Hatshepsut, Senurset I, Ramses 
II and Khufu had new tombs designed for them with 
hand painted portraits, and hieroglyphic inscriptions.  
The tombs were then filled with objects they needed 
for the afterlife. Students enjoyed lying in the boxes 
and pretending they were mummies as much as they 
enjoyed painting and applying the knowledge. 
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Earth Science Classes to Raise Money 
for Haiti Relief Effort 

 A 7.0 magnitude earthquake hit Haiti and 
caused devastating damage to the capital. The 
damage affected up to 5 million people. The 
earthquake brought down buildings including the 
main hospital and national palace. Electricity, 
water and communications were severely affected. 
Rescue teams are still searching the buildings and 
ruins for survivors but as each day passes the 
amount of living people under the ruins reduces. 
Right now the death caused by Haiti earthquake is 
around 50,000. It is feared to reach 100,000 
people.   
 In response to the crisis, the Grade 8 Earth 
Science classes will be hosting a bake sale on 
Tuesday, 25th January. All proceeds will go to 
fund recovery work in Haiti. We encourage you to 
look into ways to help also. 

By Tito and Viking 
 

Grade 4 Science Field Trip 
 
On Thursday, December 17th, the 4th graders went 
on a field trip to The Science Center in Chonburi.  
We had studied the solar system in our science 
class and learned about the planets, stars, and our 
atmosphere. The science center had a planetarium 
to view constellations as well as several other 
science exhibits.  We also used their recording 
studio to present our “planet podcasts” that were 
written earlier in our unit.  It was a busy and fun 
morning, and a good way to end our solar system 
unit! 
 
 
 
                               

 

 

 

4th grade Field Trip  

 
A Busy MRISA Month 

 
Sixty five ISE students are heading overseas 

during January and early February with four MRISA 
exchanges providing a variety of sporting, social, 
educational and cultural opportunities.  

On 20th January, nineteen secondary students 
left for Hanoi, Vietnam to take part in the MRISA 
Cultural Exchange at HIS, while on Thursday 28th 
January 38 MRISA athletes travel to compete in 2 
MRISA tournaments. The Middle School volleyball 
teams will be serving, setting and spiking at 
ISHCMC, Vietnam, while the High School 
footballers will be kicking off and hopefully scoring 
at ISPP, Cambodia.  

Just a week later, Mr. Naro takes 14 ISE 
delegates to debate and discuss world issues at the 
MRISA Model United Nations (MUN) conference at 
United Nations International School (UNIS) Hanoi. 

Find out more about these trip in the next ISE 
Express. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Junior boys volleyball team 
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Senior boys football team 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             
Senior girls football team 

 
Congratulations to ISE girls Volleyball 

team, ESAC CHAMPIONS 2010! 
 

 On Tuesday January 19th, our boys and girls 
U15 volleyball teams hosted the ESAC 
championships.  They competed in best 2 out of 3 
set matches with Regents and Garden 
International schools (St. Andrews could not form 
a team) on our home courts.  The competition was 
fierce, but in the end our girls team were 
victorious, beating both Regents and Garden by 
the score of 2 sets to 0.  Regents beat Garden in a 
close battle 2 sets to 1 (taking the final set 17-15) 
to secure 2nd place. 
 In the boys competition, Regents was just too 
strong a team, defeating both Garden and our 
young Eagle squad 2 sets to 0.  In the struggle for 
second, our ISE team pulled off the upset, beating 
Garden 2 sets to 1 (taking the final set 15-10).   
 Special thanks to Coach Reiber and Solheim 
for preparing our teams so well, and for Dr.  
 

 
Brewitt who is also aiding in the coaching and 
volunteered to referee the boys matches.   
 Good luck to both teams as they depart Wednesday 
January 27th for the MRISA championships in Saigon. 
There they will test their volleyball skills against 7 
other international schools from Vietman, Cambodia 
and Laos.    Everyone here in the ISE community will 
be wishing you well, so remember to give it your best 
shot.  Go Eagles Go! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The ISE Eagle team, 2010 ESAC Champions!  From 
L to R:  So Young, Gob, Eun Young, Emilia, Miki, 
Minnie, Aranya, Coach Reiber, Tammee, Elisa. 
 
.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ISE Eagles Boys team, 2nd place in ESAC 2010.  
Back row from L to R:  Yeong Woong, Young Kyu, 

Jean, Ong, Smile.  Front row from L to R:  Rich, 
Gaan, Mak, Jab, Mac, Ms. Kristina Solheim 
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ISE MILE RUN 

 
CONGRATULATIONS MILE RUNNERS 
 
There was a good turn out for the first ISE mile 
run on Tuesday Dec. 15th at lunch.  A group of 18 
students between 4th grade through 8th grade ran 5 
laps around the ISE soccer field to see who was 
the fastest.  For the boys, the winners were: 1st 
place Alex (8th grade) with a time of 6.44, 2nd 
place tie between Ben (7th grade) and Jin Young 
(8th grade) 7.05 and 4th place Jake (4th grade) 7.07.  
For the girls, the winners were: 1st place Yerin (7th 
grade) with a time of 7.49, 2nd place Sydney (4th 
grade) 8.01, 3rd place Eun Jee (5th grade) 8.40 and 
4th place Cherry (7th grade) 9.00.  There were 12 
boys and 6 girls running.  It was a great run and 
next year I hope to see many more students 
running the mile.   
 

                 
 

Sydney 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     Jake 

 
 

 
ISE Goes to Everest 

Secondary teacher Mr. Lees had an 
adventurous Christmas break as he headed off to 
Nepal to trek in the Himalayas. His destination was 
Everest Base Camp and the nearby summit of Kala 
Patthar which at 5550meters provides spectacular 
views of Everest, the Khumbu Glacier and other 
Himalayan mountains. Mr Lees then headed for the 
peak of Gokyo Ri (5383 metres) where the stunning 
vista includes Everest, Lhoste, Makalu and  Cho Oyu, 
four of the eight highest mountains in the world. 

Sunset on Everest 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Everest Base Camp 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr.Lees’s Supplies? 
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The trek was over 100 km and took Mr. Lees 11 
days. During this time he reached heights where 
there is only 50% of the oxygen as at sea level. 
This lack of oxygen not only makes the climbing 
extremely difficult, but also means that care needs 
to be taken not to ascend too quickly, as doing so 
could result in AMS or  acute mountain sickness. 
Luckily Mr. Lees had no health problems, so he 
returned safely to the capital Kathmandu where 
grade 8 student Katsunori Kimoto was also 
enjoying a holiday with his family. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Flying high! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ISE on top of the World 
 
 


